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Editorial

Welcome to the very first edition of Friends magazine! The Friends of St Nicholas
(FOSN) is a relatively new organisation that aims to preserve, maintain and improve
our historic parish church and ensure that it remains a community asset for use by
all for the foreseeable future.

This magazine fulfils two main purposes - firstly, through paid advertising from
local businesses, we aim to raise funds that will help us meet the aims of FOSN.
Secondly, we have a very local focus. Through that focus, we will help to highlight
and promote the many and varied clubs, organisations and businesses in our
fantastic community of Hurst.

We hope that you enjoy reading this and if you have any thoughts or suggestions
please let me know. There will be 4 issues per year.

Spring is finally here and those grey, miserably wet days of January and February
are finally behind us. I wondered if we should start building an Ark at one point!

So how are your New Year's resolutions going? Your editor vowed to hit the gym
more often and to abstain from 'the dreaded drink' mid-week - so I have hit the
rowing machine in frustration and am now trying to establish precisely when most
people consider mid-week to be!

Apart from the some useful contacts, dates and information, we have two special
features in this season's edition. Firstly, we meet up with Laurence Alkin.
Laurence combines a busy sales job in 'tech' with bee-keeping! Secondly, we meet
Simon Roberts. Simon is another Hurst resident who keeps his light hidden under
a bushel - the world's biggest and best music festival down in Somerset could not
happen without our Simon. We have talked to them both to find out more.

There is also an update on The Church Hill Pathway project - the first project
launched by Friends of St Nicholas. We hope that you enjoy the magazine and find
it useful. Please let us know what you think.

Issue Number oo01 Spring 2026

Copy for the Summer issue by Friday 12t June 2026
Editor: Mark Say - editorfosn@gmail.com / 07799 065762

Advertising enquiries to Steve Curnow - AdSalesFOSN@gmail.com

Friends magazine is published by The Friends of St Nicholas and is distributed
free to every household in the parish. Copies are also available at €1.oo each
from St Nicholas church, The Castle Inn pub and the Village Shop. Postal
subscriptions within the UK are f15 per year. For details of subscriptions and
advertising rates please contact Steve Curnow. Views expressed in the magazine
do not necessarily reflect those of the editor nor the PCC. The publishers do not
accept responsibility for products and services advertised within and reserve
the right to refuse adverts at their sole discretion.

Front Cover: Dinton Pastures
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Diary Dates - The Main Highlights Upcoming

Events in May 2026
Sunday 3rd May - Country & 'Gue Festival - 11:00am - 6:00pm

Dinton Pastures Country ParkA full day of family-friendly fun at Country & 'Cue, a lively celebration of Country
culture, great food, music and hands-on entertainment!

Try your hand at line dancing and axe-throwing, cheer on friends in the hot wing
challenge, or hang on tight to the rodeo bull!
With a dedicated children's fun zone, mouth-watering BBQ and street food
vendors, bars, and a variety of stalls, there's something for everyone to enjoy!
Ticket includes entry to the event area. Enjoy free demos & live entertainment all
day. Additional costs for activities.
Tickets - Adult £16, child £9
[Please note additional parking charges apply. To help reduce congestion around Dinton
Pastures, we encourage visitors to walk, cycle, car-share or use public transport where possible.
Pre-book your reduced car parking ticket for £5.00 per car.]
https://www.wokinghamcountryside.co.uk/

Saturday 17th May - Hurst Picnic: Hurst Community Orchard, Church Hill
From 1.30pm. Come along for an afternoon of relaxed family fun. Games, cakes

and much more.
https://nhvs.org.uk/

Events in June 2026

6th & 7th June - The Great British Food Festival: 10:00am - 5:00pm
Dinton Pastures Country Park
A mouth-watering mix of the finest local and regional artisan producers, sizzling
street food stalls, top chefs live on stage, bars, craft and gift stalls, children's
entertainment, foraging walks, all set to the soundtrack of fantastic live music.
Tickets: https://www.wokinghamcountryside.co.uk/

Tuesday 23rd June: Storytime in the Cafe; 11:00am - 11:30am; Dinton Pastures
Country Park
Come join us on the Coffee Deck for a delightful short story with Wokingham
Libraries. We'll be reading from 11:00 to 11:30am - perfect for some mid-morning
fun! Cost: Free

https://www.wokinghamcountryside.co.uk/

Saturday 27th June and Sunday 28th June: Hurst Show & Country Fayre

Details of events later on in this issue. See https://hurstshow.uk/

For all the latest, up-to-date goings on in and around Hurst, please go to the best
source of local happenings - www.woodedhill.org

Details correct at time of going to press



Vicar's
World Reverend

Hugh Thomas

Welcome to this first edition of theIn the last 942 years, the church has
Friends magazine! remained a consistent and stable symbol

of the community and its faith through
When I started as the vicar here in Hurst
last March, 1 was immediately struck by
the amazing history of the church, which
goes back to 1084 when the original part
of the church was built.

many wars and revolutions. It is
somewhere that all in the village know,
even if they only visit occasionally (more
frequent visits are always encouraged!).

I strongly believe that a church should be
a positive community asset to benefit all
those in the parish. It is a great venue for
music concerts, and St Nicholas Primary
School regularly visit for their school
services and other end-of-term events.

Over the centuries, the village community
has supported the maintenance of the

church and all its various extensions. It is
fascinating to see how the additions all

seem to merge, underlying the continuity
of the building.
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An ancient building and its ancient
churchyard need constant maintenance to
preserve this community asset for future
generations. That was the genesis of the
idea of the "Friends of St Nicholas". Some

of the maintenance might be done by
willing volunteers, whilst others need
specialist tradesmen who are experienced
in working on ancient buildings. None of
that comes cheap! The hope is that the
"Friends of St Nicholas" will be able to raise
funds to supplement the church's own
funds to ensure that such maintenance can
happen whenever needed.

Whilst the church is an amazing ancient
building, its location slightly away from the It will also provide a tangible example of
village centre is, perhaps, a shame. the connection between the residential
However, the church is at the top of the hill parts of the village and the ancient
and so does not suffer from the floods that church from which it takes its name.

many other parts of the village face. The
ancient builders knew where to build!
Many of you may have seen the
schoolchildren and others walking up
Church Hill for events very carefully. Sadly,

We will provide updates on the progress
of this exciting first project for the
"Friends of St Nicholas" later on in this

issue.

with the increase in the use of cars, this can
be a challenging walk, as I have found on
many occasions.

So, thank you for opening and reading a
copy of this magazine and hopefully
supporting the local advertisers.

As a result, one of the first projects of the
"Friends of St Nicholas" is the construction
of a safe pathway from the village to the
church. With the co-operation and
agreement of four wonderful local
landowners, plans are being drawn up, and
permissions are being sought to build the
path during the next year or so. It is
believed, and feedback has confirmed, that
this would be most welcomed by the
village.

Hurst is a wonderful village with a
unique ancient church that has
supported the village community for 942
years. I hope that, with your help, the
church will remain for future generations

for another 942 years at least!

Many thanks, Hugh.
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LOCAL FOLK: HIVE TALKING
We meet Laurence Alkin, a resident of Hurst,
a Friend of Saint Nicholas, and a local apiarist

....er...OK - beekeeper!

Honeybee (Apis mellifera)

There are over 270 species of bees in
the UK, comprising one species of
honeybee, around 24 species of
bumblebee, and over 250 species of
solitary bees. While honeybees are
doing well many of the bumblebees
and solitary bees are struggling due to
habitat loss and climate change.

I was amazed to know that there are
over 100 local beekeepers who are
members of Wokingham and District
Beekeepers' Association
(WDBKA - www.dbka.org.uk).Laurence collecting a local swarm

OK folks...a date for your diary - 20th May 2026
is...World Bee Day!!

The date commemorates the birthday of
Anton Janša, a pioneer of modern
beekeeping, and serves as a global
reminder to appreciate and protect
pollinators and their critical role in
nature. World Bee Day was officially
recognised by the United Nations in
2017, thanks to the efforts of Slovenia, a
country with a long beekeeping
tradition.

The day honours both bees and
beekeepers, emphasising the need to
protect these tiny, yet powerful, creatures
that are essential for pollinating plants
and maintaining healthy ecosystems.

Bumble Bee (Bombus affinis)



HIVE TALKING (CONTINUED)

We met one of them who has lived in
Hurst for the last 20 years. Laurence
Alkin is a sales director for a large IT
company and got into bee keeping
when a swarm of bees turned up in his
garden 10 years ago.

Laurence said, if you look on the
internet everybody says how easy it is
to keep bees - how wrong they are!".

His initial two hives perished, but he even in mid-winter they will venture
persevered and now Laurence looksout looking for nectar when
after about 30 hives in his garden. temperatures are over 10°C.

"A lot of people ask how much honey
He is a volunteer swarm collector and
from late March to September gets
random calls from local people in the
community asking him to come and
collect swarms that have landed on their
properties.

each hive produces, but every hive is
different and every year is different.
Some hives produce lots of honey,
some none and every batch tastes
slightly different depending on what
the bees have been foraging on.

"Only honeybees swarm and when
30,000 bees arrive in your garden it can
be very loud and scary. However, they
are generally not aggressive when
looking for a new home.

Last year we harvested several hundred
jars of honey, but in 2024 it rained for
the first half of the year and we hardly
got any honey. Remember, we only
harvest the surplus - honey is produced

In nature only about 20% of bee swarms
survive their first winter, but once
collected and rehomed by beekeepers,
we can increase their chance of
surviving up to 80%".

to get the bees through the winter and
their survival is our main priority".
I asked Laurence if honey goes off. He
laughed and pointed out that 3000-
year-old pots of honey were discovered
by archaeologists during an excavation

This year's warm wet winter has been
bad news for honeybees and there are
reports of large numbers of colonies
dying across the UK. Bees don't
hibernate in winter, but cluster together
to stay warm and conserve energy and

in Tutankhamun's tomb and they were
still perfectly edible.
Honey was a significant part of ancient
Egypt's culture, used in various aspects
of life, including food and wound
healing. It became the first civilization
to exhibit evidence of
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HIVE TALKING (CONTINUED)

systematic domestic beekeeping, not
just the harvesting of wild bees,
suggesting that honey was mass-
produced.

If you buy honey from a supermarket
BEWARE!! A lot of supermarket honey is
fake having been adulterated with
sugar or rice syrup. Even if it contains
some real honey then the industrial
processing and heat treatment has
probably destroyed much of its
goodness.

Pure locally-produced honey may cost
more but it is a natural, nutrient rich
sweetener. It has anti-bacterial, anti-
fungal and anti-inflammatory
properties which is why it has been
used in traditional medicines for
centuries.

"Our honey is from local hives in and
around Hurst village. It is 100% pure,
simply extracted, filtered and jarred so it
maintains all its natural properties".

Laurence has a Facebook site if you
want to find out more and his honey is
available to buy from his home while
stocks last.

What should you do if you find a
swarm in your garden? Firstly, don't
panic...and remember we want to save
the bees, not kill them.

You can contact Wokingham and
District Beekeepers' Association or if
you are within 5 miles of Hurst give
Laurence a call or contact him on
WhatsApp and he will collect your
bee-utiful visitors for free!!

His number is 07812 325349.
www.facebook.com/HurstHoney.

HO HONE

HÖNE HONEY

HON? Y
L02/2019

Best betane

08/2021

UNITED KING Laurence Alkin.

PRODUCE:

Manor Farm,
Hurst

PRODUCE OF
ITED KINGDOM

HONEY
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HURST VILLAGE HALLS
Your local village hall for hire

Hurst Village Halls are an ideal venue for wedding receptions, meetings,
conferences, dances and parties large and small.

* Village location
* Close to Village Church

* Large entertainment area
* Licensed for the sale of alcohol

* Club Room, separate meeting area
* Full kitchen facilities
* Double door access

* Disabled toilet and baby changing
* Car parking for 40 vehicles

HURST
VILLAGE

HALLS

Booking enquiries can be made by:
E-mail to: booking@hurstvillagehalls.org.uk
Telephone: 0118 934 0844,

Post to: Hurst Village Halls
School Road, Hurst
Berkshire RG10 ODR

or by completing the on-line form on our website - www.hurstvillagehalls.org.uk
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Our First Friends Project:
The Church Hill
Pathway Chuch Hill

Village Centre

Getting up or down
Church Hill on foot is
dangerous - we will

build a safe, pedestrian
path to connect the

village back to the top
of the hill

With The Castle Inn, the Bowls Club and
the Church at the top of Church Hill, ever
since the advent of the motor car,
pedestrians have taken their lives in their
hands if they wanted to get to those
places.

The children at St Nicholas Primary and
the Pre-school must march up to church
services two-by-two marshalled by
nervous adults bedecked in Hi-Vis jackets.

We have agreed that our first project for
The Friends of St Nicholas is to drive and
lead the delivery of The Church Hill
Pathway.

We aim to deliver a path that two people
can walk along side-by-side. It will be dog
and push-chair friendly.

The route of the path is shown on the next
page.

There are 5 sections to the pathway:

1). The Village Halls Area
2). The Old School House corner
3). Orchard Nursery field
4). The Commonwealth Graveyard and
Lychgate
5). The Path through the graveyard
behind the Cottages

This project has come about through the
generosity and community-mindedness
of four different landowners.

They are the trustees of The Philip
Martineau Trust (who own the land on
which the Village Hall / Scout Hut
stands), Maggie Sanderson at The Old
School House, Chris and Angela James
of Orchard Nursery and finally The
Venerable Stephen Pullin, Archdeacon of
Berkshire.
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VILLAGE HALL

HM Land Registry
Official copy of
title plan

Title number BK131200
Ordnance Survey map reference SU7973SE
Scale 1:1250 enlarged from 1:2500
Administrative area Wokingham

APPENDIX A : PATHWAYROUTE

- ORCHARD ROAD

The Co

Willowmea

_Sextion

The Old

School House

The

House
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Nursery

SEiza 2

Section 3

(TE 7107

Sectisa 5 GATE

Court

- THE CASTLE INN

ST. NICHOLAS
??????
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The Church Hill Pathway (cont'd)

The Old School House
Corner with Orchard Road

The project has applied to Wokingham
Borough Council to confirm that we don't
need planning permission.

2 months ago, we were told that this was
confirmed and any development of the
land into a pathway was able to be done
under permitted development.

The next main phases of the project are:

? Put the contract out to tender to
landscaping contractors

? Fund raising via several different
routes

Then once we have firm costs and the
money is in place, we are hoping that the
work can start in the next 9 months with
the aim being to complete the path (and
open it to the village) in mid-2027.

Huge thanks must go to the different
landowners and the support of members
of our local community - especially Sue
Cummings for her fantastic illustrations
and to Mark Leedale ( a localPlanning

Looking up Church Hill
along Orchard Nursery field

Consultant) who has worked on our
behalf pro bono.

We will keep you updated on progress
through this magazine, village events
and other community newsletters.
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Hurst Show
& Country Fayre

27TH & 28TH JUNE

Country fun for all the family!
Arena events I Hobby-horses I Live music

tent I BMX displays I Fun dog show l
Climbing tower I Animal petting I Classic

vehicles & more!

-EXPLORE OUR NEW
DISCOVERY TRAILBUY TICKETS AT

WWW.HURSTSHOW.UK
Adults £6 I Seniors £3 I U16s FREE

School Road, Hurst, RG10 ODR. Free Parking.

f
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Coming Up:

Hurst Show
& Country Fayre

Visit the Hurst Show and Country Fayre 2026

for a day of family fun and community spirit

27th and 28th June

The much-loved Hurst Show and Country
Fayre returns this summer, bringing over
45 years of community tradition, family
fun and countryside celebration. This
long-standing, non-commercial event
continues to offer exceptional value for
money, with all proceeds going directly to
support local charities and good causes.

HORSES

ARCHERY

Taking place in the heart of the village,
this year's show promises a packed
programme of entertainment, activities
and attractions for all ages - alongside an
exciting new feature for 2026: The Hurst
Show Discovery Trail.

Designed especially for children and
families, the Discovery Trail invites visitors

to explore every corner of the event. By

following the trail and collecting hidden
letters, participants will enjoy the wide

variety of activities on offer with a well-
earned prize at the end!

With a slightly changed layout for this

year, there will be plenty to enjoy on
School Field, which becomes the new
home for our Event arena.

The arena schedule includes fun

hobbyhorse jumping, dance displays,
tug-of-war and dog agility.
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In the Activity Zone, Fusion Extreme will
be performing thrilling BMX bike displays
on Saturday, with Dinton Activity Centre
bringing their mobile climbing tower on
Sunday.

Visitors can also try archery, meet animals
in the petting area and enjoy bouncy

castles, soft play and children's stalls.

Martineau Green will host a busy
schedule of acts in the live music tent,

offering a relaxed space for families and

friends to come together with
refreshments from the bar, BBQ or tea and
cake stalls. Visitors can also browse a
fantastic selection of local craft stalls.

The popular Art Show returns to the
Village Hall, showcasing the very best of
local talent and creativity Other show
favourites include the ever-popular fun
dog show (weather permitting), classic
vehicle show and tractor exhibits.

At its heart, the Hurst Show and
Country Fayre is a celebration of
community. Run by a committee of

dedicated volunteers, the event
continues to thrive thanks to the support

of local residents, businesses, sponsors

and visitors. Every ticket purchased helps
contribute to a wide range of local
initiatives and charitable causes, making

a day out at the show not only enjoyable
but impactful too. For more information

and online tickets, please visit
www.hurstshow.uk or follow us on

Facebook and Instagram. 16



Hurst Show 'Pink Shirts' 2025

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

It takes a village to put on a show, so any time people can give to help out is much
appreciated, even if it's just an hour. It's a great way to meet new people and get involved in

our village - we are a friendly bunch!

There is something for everyone to do-help as much or as little as you are able to -all help is
very much appreciated...especially on Thursday 25t June for set up and then Sunday 28th

June when we have to restore the village so it looks like we haven't even been there.

We will need people to help with site set-up before the show, tasks over the weekend
including manning the bar, BBQ stints and site clear-down afterwards.

For further info and to be added to our volunteer distribution list, please email us at:

hurstshowandcountryfayre@gmail.com

COMPETITION TIME

Who wants to win a pot of Hurst Honey?

Please email your answer, name and phone number to
editorfosn@gmail.com or text 07799 065762

Q: How many different types of bee are there in the UK?

First correct answer drawn on 31/05/26 gets the prize!

HURST
HONEY
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This half page space is available for your
advertising.

Interested?

Contact Steve Curnow on

AdSalesFOSN@gmail.com or 07793
845174

Advertising Rates

Quarter page

Half Page

Full Page

£25 per issue

£50 per issue

£90 per issue

Inside Front Cover £200 per issue

Back Cover
£250 per issue

Any funds raised by FOSN can only be used for the upkeep and improvement of the fabric
of St Nicholas Church and it's assets. They will not for any religious purposes.
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EYEBROW Raiser
This is the first in a series of articles about people who live in Hurst and do something a
little bit different - hence: Eyebrow Raiser

Worthy Effort!!

Let me introduce you to Simon Roberts, who has lived
in Hurst for the last 17 years. He trained as an
aeronautical engineer and then migrated into IT.
Nothing eyebrow raising so far until I tell you that he is
the Facilities Manager that provides the Event Control
team with everything they need to run the world's
largest ticketed greenfield (and best) music festival in
the world - Glastonbury!

Event Control is responsible for the safe and effective
delivery of the festival including crowd management,
stewarding, water provision, toilets, medical support
and liaison with the Emergency Services. They also
manage traffic around the site, noise monitoring and
co-ordination with local residents. Simon makes sure
that they have everything they need to allow them to
do their relevant jobs - lots of coffee, chairs and tables!

HAT PAR

The scale of the Glastonbury Festival is mind-blowing! Essentially for a 5-day period,
Worthy Farm - and some surrounding farms - turn into the 27th largest town in the UK!
The festival is approximately the population size of Preston. About a quarter of the
population of the southwest of England is contained in the festival site.

There are 40,000 volunteers and paid staff that are there to look after the 180,000
festival goers and entertainment acts. It has the largest collection of emergency services
outside of Bristol. And all for 5 days!

The history of the festival goes back to 1970 when Michael Eavis, a local farmer,
decided to put on a musical event that was attended by about 1,500 people. Since
then, it has grown exponentially and in 2000 it was estimated that 250,000 people
attended whilst only 100,000 tickets were actually sold!
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The local district council threatened to revoke the festival's licences unless the event
became more professionally managed and staged. That professionalism has grown
year-on-year. The main logistical and security elements of the festival are now run
professionally and then there are the volunteers who make it all happen.
Event Control is responsible for ensuring that all suppliers can provide enough food,
water, toilets, security effectively for the course of the festival.

CROWD
MANAGEMENT

LEAD

Event Control Team inside the Barn

Simon relates how things have improved over the last 20 years with, for example, water
provision...the site used to be supplied by a single tap in the early days! Then water was
bought in by bowsers. But now SW Water have installed a water main to the site and
there are also four purpose-built water reservoirs located on high ground surrounding
the venue.

Event Control operates out of two barns on the farm and the busy times for the team are
the set-up and then the take-down. Once things are up and running, generally Simon
only has to worry about making sure the decision makers don't run out of coffee!

The festival is in the middle of nowhere and yet has a huge requirement for electricity.
This started out from a single supply and has now morphed into a massive generation
scheme all of its own. Generators are monitored to ensure that they are being used
efficiently and effectively. They are now supplemented by battery storage. There is a
small solar farm in place and even a wind turbine that generates electricity even on
cloudy days.

However, there are the ongoing duties that need to be carried out.

20



Thousands of litter bins stored at Worthy Farm

Litter is a huge issue. Simon has ten tractors and trailers that go around the site each
night collecting the full bins and replacing them with empties. They are 40-gallon oil
drums that have been hand-painted - storage of these requires a lot of room and they
are kept in a quiet corner of Worthy Farm year-round.

There are two sides to Glastonbury - the bands, visual effects, the other acts and
performers and this is run by the Eavis family - who are responsible for the values and
moral compass of the event. Secondly, the operational management that make it
happen is run by a team of professionals, of which Simon is one.

Glastonbury raises Emillions for charities each year. In 2025, they raised over £4.2
million for 300 different organisations. Their principle three Joint Charity partners
Oxfam, Water Aid and Greenpeace received more than £2 million in donations and
payments in exchange for volunteering during the festival.

To give you an idea for the scale and
sophistication of the festival, there is a
minor operating theatre on site that can
deal with appendicitis and initial triage
for the Ambulance Service. There is a
fully operating dental practice and a
very sophisticated drug testing unit that
protects those who might have imbibed
something untoward(!).
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Glastonbury has a reputation for
MUD! As the festival plans
organically each year, they are
getting better at knowing where
the places are that can get the
muddiest.

They now know that putting
straw down just does not work -
it gets slippery and doesn't
absorb the moisture.

Better drainage has been installed, and hardcore / wood chip has been put down in the
worst places. As Simon points out - "mud is not the main danger for festival goess...it's
uncomfortable, but not life threatening. The biggest danger is heat. Sunburn and
heatstroke can be much more serious."

Does Simon ever get to
see any of the acts?
Yes - his Event Control
barn is directly

opposite the main
Pyramid stage, and his
highlight last year was
seeing the Pet Shop
Boys perform - he gets
to stand at the back
and watch for free - or
at least until a drama
occurs that needs his
co-ordination and

input!

The Pyramid Stage, Glastonbury

2026 is a 'fallow' year for the festival - so Simon will be at a loose end as typically
Glastonbury coincides with our annual Hurst Show.

Given Simon's undoubted expertise, we are leaning on him to give the Show
Committee the benefit of his knowledge and experience. We may be just a shade
smaller, but nonetheless we always need people like Simon to make it all go smoothly!
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S&K
Construction

HURST LIMITED

RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION
SPECIALISTS

H

NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION ? EXTENSIONS & RENOVATIONS
? FULL DESIGN & BUILD

High-quality craftsmanship and personalized service
to create the home of your dreams.

07957 303658 |

S&K Construction Hurst LTD

info@sandkconstruction.com

sandkconstruction_hurst_Itd
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NEED HELP IN YOUR
GARDEN?

Will Build It

GARDENING SERVICES

Will Build It
What We Do.

? General garden maintenance
? Hedge trimming & treepruning
? Fence & gate installation
? Jet washing
? Turfing
? Patios & decking installation and much more!
? Seasonal/oneoff clearances

Call Us 07877 540666williamjeffrey1992@gmail.comCall or email for a FREE quote.

EMERGY

Bringing balance to mind,
body & spirit

Mobile Massage in Berkshire

Professional massage in the comfort of your own
home. Specialised in aromatherapy & deep tissue

helping with acute relief, chronic pain, ongoing
maintenance and overall wellbeing

Massage therapy can help with:
? Pain management? Headache relief
? Stress relief ? Mental wellbeing
? Muscle tension ? Improved sleep
? Improved posture ? Enhanced flexibility

Book your appointment today
www.emergy.uk
07525212576
emergy.massage@outlook.com

General plumbing
repairs and

installations

From a leaky tap to a
full bathroom
installation

Over 28 years
experience

Why not call us for
a free quote

Call 07922 875685

berkshireplumbingrepairs@gmail.com

www.berkshireplumbingrepairs.uk

Fig & Follow Us:

Fleur fig.fleur

f fig&fleur
Food ? Bar ? Events

Call: 07516 306505
info@figandfleur.co.uk
www.figandfleur.co.uk

? Weddings
? Hog Roast & BBQ's

? Big Pan Catering
? Festival & Event Catering

? Bars & cocktails

? Vehicle dry hire
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"Our family-owned Business is driven by a
dedication to enriching family life and

maintaining a consistently pristine
environment".

Your Ad here?
ASL CLEANING

EXPERTS

? We offer house cleaning
? Car valeting and detailing
? Gutter cleaning & more

CALL US TODAY!
DEALS THIS GOOD DON'T LAST FOREVER!

07494 877318 / 07950 888871

f: ASL Cleaning Experts

Jack / Ami

WE CLEAN WITH DEDICATION

Contact Steve Curnow

on

AdSalesFOSN@gmail.com
or

07793 845174

0118 3049961 Contact Us
4.9 /50

ACSen R CUSTe KenP
*****

CONTACT US
FOR A FREE,
NO
OBLIGATION
QUOTATION

TRADITIONAL ROOFING SERVICES FOR HURST AND ASK US ABOUT:
BEYOND

You always receive the highest quality roofing and
painting services from Ramsey Roofing Limited,

based in Wokingham.

With almost 30 years' experience in repairs and new
roof installation, you can rely on us for your roofing

needs.

? New and replacement roofs
? Roof repairs
? Flat roofing
? Leadworks
? Solar panels
? Gutters, soffits & fascias
? Built-up felt roofingSee our website: www.ramseyroofingltd.co.uk/

CONTACT: 0118 3049961 or 07949 991285 Email: info@ramseyroofingltd.co.uk
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HAZELWOOD
TREECARE
Crown Reducing - when a tree is too large for its environment
Felling - dead and dangerous wood f
Hedge Trimming
Thinning - to allow more light
All waste removed - leaving your property in a clean and tidy manner
Stump Removal, Fencing and Jet Washing
WE ALSO SPECIALISE IN ALL TYPES OF VINES, CREEPERS,
FRUIT TREES AND LANDSCAPING
All work carried out to B53998 standard, fully qualified Arborist

For a FREE NO OBLIGATION quotation call:
William: 07503 948025 or 0800 0075329

Email: hazelwoodtreecare@gmail.com ? www.hazelwoodtreecare.co.uk
14 day cooling off period if required

HAZELWOOD
Landscaping

Fencing ? Turfing ? Patios ? Stump Grinding ? Ground Maintenance

Tel: 07503 948025 or 0800 0075329

Email: hazelwoodtreecare@gmail.com

www.hazelwoodtreecare.co.uk
f



The Castle Inn
HURST

Great food.
Great beer.
Great times.

THE
PERFECT

PLACE

FOR EVERY
OCCASION

Perfect for every occasion
Whether it's a casual get-together or a special celebration,

The Castle Inn is the place to be.

GREAT FOOD

Delicious dishes
made with quality

ingredients.

GREAT BEER

A wide selection of
ales, lagers, wines

and more.

GREAT GARDEN

Relax and unwind in
our beautiful

outdoor space.

GREAT FUNCTION ROOMS

Perfect for parties,
celebrations, meetings

and special events.

CALL US
01189 340034

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
castlehurst.co.uk
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WINE BAR OPEN
FOR TEA AND COFFEE,

LOCAL WINE, BEER & SPIRITS
NACKS, TOASTIES, CHEESE BOARDS

& SHARING PLATTERS

STANLAKE PARK
WINE ESTATE

WINE BAR & GIFT SHOP
VINEYARD WEDDINGS

TOURS, TASTINGS & EVENTS
LUXURY ACCOMMODATION
COMMUNITY CLUBS & HIRE

SCAN HERE

Or head to:

stanlakepark.com
WALTHAM RD, TWYFORD

STANLAKE BRUT

Richard
of

Hurst

Exterior

Cleaning

Specialists
? Roof Moss Removal
? Solar Panel Cleaning
? Gutter Cleaning
? Window Cleaning
? Render Cleaning
? Patio 6 Driveway Cleoning

Call Richard on

07980872034
richard@richardofhurst.com

www.richardofhurst.com
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Now in

Twyford covering
Berkshire

MOSSINATOR®
ROOF CLEANING SYSTEMS

Moss Removal - Roof Cleaning - Roof Maintenance
Render & Brickwork Cleaning

Solar Panel Bird Protection - Chimney Repairs & Cowl Installation
www.mossinator.co.uk 0118 405 0090 info@mossinator.co.uk

fresh
perspective marketing

HELPING YOUR

BUSINESS

STAND OUT

Marketing consultancy for
construction, engineering and
manufacturing organisations

Bringing clarity and results to:

0x
Marketing
Strategy &
Planning

New Product
Launches

Content
Marketing

MARKET INSIGHT

STRATEGY

AUDIENCE

CONTENT PLAN

SOCIAL STRATEGY

in

fresh
perspective marketing

Market
Research &

Insight

START WITH A CONVERSATION
www.freshperspect.co.uk

Social Media
Strategy

Clear thinking.
Effective marketing.
Measurable results.
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mowers
more

LOCAL EXPERTS. PREMIUM RESULTS.

PRICES FROM

£549
EXCLUDING INSTALLATION

Smarter lawns.
Zero effort.
PERFECT LAWNS. EVERY DAY.

Kress robotic mowers cut the grass

so you can enjoy life. No boundary
wire. No hassle. Just a beautiful

lawn, every day.

SaIx

SAVE TIME. SAVE EFFORT.LOVE YOUR LAWN. Kressw
ROBOTIC MOWERS

MORE THAN A MOWER. A COMPLETE CARE PACKAGE.
PROFESSIONAL
INSTALLATION
Expert installation for
perfect performance
from day one.

ONE-TO-ONE
SUPPORT
A dedicated local contact
for personalised advice
and ongoing support.

FIRST CLASS
AFTER SALES SUPPORT
First grade support and
servicing to keep your
lawn and mower perfect.

NO BOUNDARY WIRE

Virtual mapping
means no messy

wires.

SMART. SILENT.
EFFORTLESS.

Enjoy peace while
your lawn looks

perfect.

CALL US TODAY

01344 452800
Local advice. Local service. Local support.

SMART APP CONTROL

Control from anywhere,
anytime with ease.

BUILT TO PERFORM

Tough, reliable and
ready for any lawn.

PERFECT LAWNS
EVERY DAY.

Advanced technology
for a flawless finish.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

mowersandmore.co.uk
See the full range online.



care for a life you love
With Right at Home in Hurst & Twyford
Multi award-winning homecare you can trust

Our services include:

? Companionship
Transportation and errands
Meal preparation
Light housekeeping

G Help with washing & dressing
m Personal Care

Medication reminders
Post-operative support
Holiday and respite cover
Specialist dementia care

?..and much more

Empowering you to live the life you choose,
in the comfort of your own home,
connected to the community you love.

Right at Home®
Care for a life you love

0118 207 0600

Twyford Business Units, Station Road, Twyford
rightathome.co.uk/twyford
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Useful Contacts

Penny Curry
Chair
Penny.Curry@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T: 0118 934 0866

Paul Eastaugh

Paul.Eastaugh@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T: 07889 432014

Duncan Kendall

Duncan.Kendall@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T: 0118 934 2852

Zoe Percival

Zoe.Percival@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T: 07503 966327

lan Smith

lan.Smith@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T: 0118 934 0864

Hurst Parish Council

David Boyd
Vice Chair
David.Boyd@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T: 07764 905135

Nicky Ewart

Nicola.Ewart@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T: 07803 154536

Jono Openshaw

Jono.Openshaw@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T: 07951 422217

Tony Robinson

Tony.Robinson@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T: 07976 263814

Maria Bradshaw

Clerk

clerk@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T: 0118 979 8914

St Nicholas Church

Vicar:
Revd Hugh Thomas
Email: hughstnicholas@gmail.com
Telephone: 0118 214 6238

NB: Revd Hugh's normal working days in the parish are
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.

Church Warden:
Situation Vacant (being recruited)
T: tbc

Associate Priest:

Revd Graham Theobald

Clergy can be contacted via email at the 'Get in touch"
page at www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5339

Church Warden:
Steve Curnow
T: 07793 845174



Useful Contacts

Bell Ringers

Cricket Club

Bus Service

Hurst Bowling
Club

Hurst Show &
Country Fayre

St Nicholas
Primary School

Village Hall

Fire, Police, Ambulance

Thames Valley Police

Crimestoppers

Doctors' Surgery (Twyford)

Doctors' Surgery (Wargrave)

Local Organisations

Practice Mondays @ 7.45pm Graham Slade

Senior Training nets Tuesday
and Thursday evening

Website:
https://hurst.play-
cricket.com/home

Thames Valley
Buses

Club practice evening is every
Tuesday during the playing
season at 6pm

Membership
Secretary: David
Broomfield

Last weekend in June every
year

Suzy Turner
(Chair)

Sarah Hilling
(Head)

Bookings
Website Booking
Form

Emergencies

Emergencies only (in progress)

Non-emergency calls

Anonymous crime reporting

6, Loddon Hall Road, RG 10 9JA

Victoria Road RG10 8BP

Hurst@sdb.odg.
org.uk

Email:
hurstccofficial@

gmail.com

0118 973 3486

07784 519340

07747 457212

0118 934 0727

www.hurstvillag
ehalls.org.uk/

999

101

0800 555 111

0118 934 6680

0118 940 3939
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Become a FRIEND of

St Nicholas Church, Hurst
- FRIENDS OF

ST NICHOLAS

If you would like to become a 'Friend', please complete the information below:

Membership will be for a period of one year, with an option to renew on the anniversary
of your initial subscription.

Type of membership (please tick):

Single £20 Household £30 Other donation E...
(please specify)

Your details:

Title: Full Name:

Address:

Postcode: Email:

Contact phone number:

Method of Payment:
Sum Up Cash BAC'S

if making a BAC's payment, please use the following account information:
Name: Friends of St Nicholas Church; Account No: 10353623 Sort Code: 60-24-21

Consent to Hold Data:
I agree that my information can be collected to support the work of the "Friends of St Nicholas".
I may withdraw my consent at any time by emailing fosnhurst@gmail.com. I understand that my
data will be stored by the Church of St Nicholas of which the "Friends of St Nicholas" is a part.

Signature: Date:
giftaid it Make your membership go further:

If you are a UK taxpayer, you can increase the value of your 'gift' at no extra cost to you. If
you consent to Gift Aid, the Friends can reclaim the tax paid on this subscription.
I would like the Friends to reclaim tax on all donations I make today, and on all future
donations, until I notify otherwise. I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less
income tax than the amount of the Gift Aid claimed on my donations in that tax year it is
my responsibility to pay the difference.

St Nicholas Church, Church Hill, Hurst, RG10 OSN fosnhurstegmail.com



Think you can take a
great photograph?

Send us a photo that you are proud of and see
whether it wins our inside back cover
competition!

Take one of somewhere in the parish of Hurst
that reflects the season...or just makes us
laugh...or just captures our fantastic place to
live.

There will be three sub-competitions - Adult /
U18 /U11 as at 31/12/2026

Who knows? If we get enough great entries we
may publish them in a calendar or a book!

Send all entries with name / age and contact
details to editorfosn@gmail.com

Thank you for reading our
first edition - if you have any

suggestions, feedback or
content ideas - please

contact Mark on
editorfosn@gmail.com
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Haweli
TWYFORD

Home Dining Menu

FREE HOME DELIVERY

0118 9320939

www.hawelitwyford.co.uk

info@hawelitwyford.co.uk

10% DISCOUNT ON

COLLECTION ORDERS ONLY


