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Welcome to the second issue of Friends! | always ask a fresh set of
eyes to review the first draft and she came back with ‘the second
album is always a bit difficult’ - but this one’s a cracker!

| hope that you think so to! Thank you to everyone’s extremely
positive comments about the first issue...a number of advertisers
have commented that they have seen new orders referencing their
exposure in Friends magazine...and at least a dozen people have
stopped me to give positive feedback. Thank you to one and all!

Well summer has certainly arrived - temperatures up to 36°C, the
grass is brown and even the road outside the Village Hall was getting
a bit tacky on Hurst Show Saturday!

Talking of the Show - we have a report from Vikki Randles on the
fantastic weekend and some great photos especially from Elizabeth
Scales. We also have an article on the Horticultural Show that is
coming up in August, a great article by Sarah Hilling - Head of St
Nicholas Primary - that shows off some fantastic art and creativity
from the pupils. And we talk to Ronnie at the Bowls Club.

Last issue, we had a competition to win a jar of Hurst Honey - the first
correct entry out was to a new mum in the village Emily Heath. We
also asked for any photos that you were really proud of - the winner
was Martin Pink with his misty morning shot across the fields from
Hogmoor Lane. Keep them coming!

Hopefully, this ‘second album’ gets a similar reaction to the first!
Thank you and | hope you have a great summer break.

Issue Number ooo2 Summer 2026

Copy for the Autumn issue by Friday o2"! October 2026
Editor: Mark Say - editorfosn@gmail.com / 07799 065762

Advertising enquiries to Steve Curnow - AdSalesFOSN@gmail.com

Friends magazine is published by The Friends of St Nicholas and is distributed
free to every household in the parish. Copies are also available free of charge
from St Nicholas church, The Castle Inn pub and the Village Shop. Postal
subscriptions within the UK are £15 per year. For details of subscriptions and
advertising rates please contact Steve Curnow. Views expressed in the magazine
do not necessarily reflect those of the editor nor the PCC. The publishers do not
accept responsibility for products and services advertised within and reserve
the right to refuse adverts at their sole discretion.

Front Cover: The Duck Pond, Hurst




Diary Dates - The Main Highlights Upcoming

Events in August 2026

Saturday 1st August: Open Air Cinema - Wicked Sing-a-long (7 - 11pm)
Dinton Pastures Country Park

Get ready for a wickedly fun night with our outdoor sing-along screening
of Wicked!

Under the stars, surrounded by nature's beauty, belt out every iconic
song in this magical cinematic experience. Don't miss the enchantment!
Film will start at approx 9:10pm.

Fancy dress encouraged.

https://www.wokinghamcountryside.co.uk/
https://www.gocinemas.co.uk/

Saturday 22nd August: 113th Hurst Horticultural & Cottage Garden
Society Annual Show; 12:30pm; St Nicholas Primary School, Hurst.

Since 1902, the Hurst Horticultural Society has organised a village show
and this year is no different.

Classes for Horticultural, Home Industries, Children's and Scarecrow.
Live music, alpacas, cream teas, wines, beers, hot food and ice creams.
New venue for 2026. The deadline for entries is Wednesday 19th August.
7pm for paper entries, 9pm for online entries.

https://www.hursthorticulturalsociety.org/

Monday 31st August - Summer Bank Holiday
Events in September 2026

Saturday and Sunday, 12th & 13th September: Medieval Weekend;
10:00am - 4:00pm; Dinton Pastures Country Park

Knights, birds of prey, archery, medieval martial arts, fun fair, food
village and more.

https://www.wokinghamcountryside.co.uk/

Thursday 24th September and Thursday 2nd October: Hurst Morris
People - Taster Sessions; 8:00pm; Hurst Village Hall

Details on their website - https://www.hump.org.uk/

For all the latest, up-to-date goings on in and around Hurst, please go
to the best source of local happenings - www.woodedhill.org

Details correct at time of going to press



https://www.woodedhill.uk/lists/lt.php?tid=KhpdVAAEUFJQAk4GDwZQSAUFUQBJWAgFWx9VUgIBB1MDAgIABg5OAl4OBQAFUFdIBA1RU0lVVQ4JHwhWV1dJBQZTXFcGBwMCAg4GSwFWWlMHVAIESVYJBw8fBFJfVklUUwJSTgFXBVtSAwdRUlFXXQ
https://www.woodedhill.uk/lists/lt.php?tid=KhpcUlMACloABk5SVAFXSAUMBwZJAwIOCB9SBQdTAgAGBQYBUw5OAl4OBQAFUFdIBA1RU0lVVQ4JHwhWV1dJBQZTXFcGBwMCAg4GSwFWWlMHVAIESVYJBw8fBFJfVklUUwJSTgFXBVtSAwdRUlFXXQ
https://www.wokinghamcountryside.co.uk/events/go-cinemas-open-air-cinema-wicked-sing-long
https://www.gocinemas.co.uk/events-1/wicked-sing-a-long-pg-3
https://www.woodedhill.uk/lists/lt.php?tid=KhpTWwRQU1peU05VUwZUSAVXVQNJAAZSCB8EUVBVUAJQU1cHUwJOAl4OBQAFUFdIBA1RU0lVVQ4JHwhWV1dJBQZTXFcGBwMCAg4GSwFWWlMHVAIESVYJBw8fBFJfVklUUwJSTgFXBVtSAwdRUlFXXQ
https://www.woodedhill.uk/lists/lt.php?tid=KhpTWwRQU1peU05VUwZUSAVXVQNJAAZSCB8EUVBVUAJQU1cHUwJOAl4OBQAFUFdIBA1RU0lVVQ4JHwhWV1dJBQZTXFcGBwMCAg4GSwFWWlMHVAIESVYJBw8fBFJfVklUUwJSTgFXBVtSAwdRUlFXXQ
https://www.woodedhill.uk/lists/lt.php?tid=KhpRVVdUUwBTAE4FDgpUSAVQVwJJWAMOWh8ABF9UUgYEV1wHUw5OAl4OBQAFUFdIBA1RU0lVVQ4JHwhWV1dJBQZTXFcGBwMCAg4GSwFWWlMHVAIESVYJBw8fBFJfVklUUwJSTgFXBVtSAwdRUlFXXQ
https://www.hursthorticulturalsociety.org/
https://www.woodedhill.uk/lists/lt.php?tid=KhoFWgNXUVIFBE4CBAIASAVXBVNJAAYGXx8EUVIDAQRQB1dRVQdOAl4OBQAFUFdIBA1RU0lVVQ4JHwhWV1dJBQZTXFcGBwMCAg4GSwFWWlMHVAIESVYJBw8fBFJfVklUUwJSTgFXBVtSAwdRUlFXXQ
https://www.woodedhill.uk/lists/lt.php?tid=KhpSVwMHAFdTUU4FAgFTSAVRAARJWQAEWx9TUlVQAVMDVlNbVAFOAl4OBQAFUFdIBA1RU0lVVQ4JHwhWV1dJBQZTXFcGBwMCAg4GSwFWWlMHVAIESVYJBw8fBFJfVklUUwJSTgFXBVtSAwdRUlFXXQ
https://www.wokinghamcountryside.co.uk/dinton-pastures-medieval-weekend
https://www.woodedhill.uk/lists/lt.php?tid=KhpRVQNQAwdWVU4BVwdbSAUHVgVJAAdTDh9WBAJWUQdWAlZVUgFOAl4OBQAFUFdIBA1RU0lVVQ4JHwhWV1dJBQZTXFcGBwMCAg4GSwFWWlMHVAIESVYJBw8fBFJfVklUUwJSTgFXBVtSAwdRUlFXXQ
https://www.woodedhill.uk/lists/lt.php?tid=KhpRVQNQAwdWVU4BVwdbSAUHVgVJAAdTDh9WBAJWUQdWAlZVUgFOAl4OBQAFUFdIBA1RU0lVVQ4JHwhWV1dJBQZTXFcGBwMCAg4GSwFWWlMHVAIESVYJBw8fBFJfVklUUwJSTgFXBVtSAwdRUlFXXQ
https://www.woodedhill.uk/lists/lt.php?tid=KhpRVQIDVFAAAk4HUgFVSAUGUgBJA1IFXR8CDlIBUgJVB1NWVVdOAl4OBQAFUFdIBA1RU0lVVQ4JHwhWV1dJBQZTXFcGBwMCAg4GSwFWWlMHVAIESVYJBw8fBFJfVklUUwJSTgFXBVtSAwdRUlFXXQ
https://www.woodedhill.uk/lists/lt.php?tid=KhpRVQNQAwdWVU4BVwdbSAUHVgVJAAdTDh9WBAJWUQdWAlZVUgFOAl4OBQAFUFdIBA1RU0lVVQ4JHwhWV1dJBQZTXFcGBwMCAg4GSwFWWlMHVAIESVYJBw8fBFJfVklUUwJSTgFXBVtSAwdRUlFXXQ
https://www.hump.org.uk/

Hurst is full of history!
And horticulturalists!

We spoke to Frank Whittaker,
Secretary of the Hurst
Horticultural Show.

Upcoming:
Hurst
Horticultural
Show

There has been a Horticultural Show in our
village for the last 124 years and this year’s
Show is officially the 113" (a few years
were missed due to World Wars and
COVID) ... but it is back again this year in
the afternoon of Saturday 22" August.

However, due to the planned rebuild of the
Scout Hut, the Show is moving this year.
Thanks to the kind auspices of Sarah
Hilling - St Nicholas Primary School will be
hosting the Show.

The Show Committee resolutely try to keep
the “Horti” - as it's known - a non-
commercial, village and family-friendly
event. However, through entry fees and a
raffle, the Bar and Teas and the End-of-
Show auction-off of produce, money is
raised for local charities.

Last year the beneficiary was SERVICE BY
EMERGENCY RIDER VOLUNTEERS
(SERV) - that provides an "Out of Hours"
(7pm to 6am) rapid courier service free of
charge for the transportation of blood,
breast milk for babies, body parts and any
other items used for the medical or surgical
treatment of patients for doctors, hospitals
and laboratories.

Due to its history, the Show has a
dedicated following from 10 -15 miles
around - from as far afield as Maidenhead
and Wokingham. We have received
feedback from some of those who
attended last year.



“In such a hectic and fast-moving
world, how do you manage to
create this wonderful relaxed and
Jriendly atmosphere each year?
Welove it!”

Frank Whittaker - multi-winner of the
prestigious Best Apple Flan (Men Only)!!

The Hurst
‘Horti’ cont'd

There are a host of classes to enter, but to
focus on two of the most famous
(infamous?) - the Scarecrow Class is
always popular ... although some
scarecrows can be quite lifelike.

A couple of years ago, a villager was
walking back home locally, when they saw
a dead body in the ditch - the police were
called and much to everyone’s relief, it
turned out to be an entry in the Scarecrow
Class!

Another famous class is Number 86 -
which is hotly contested for The Coleman
Salver. The class is also known as The
Confrerie de Tarte aux Pommes des
Hommes - or Best Apple Flan (Men Only)!!

Previous winners have been such local
luminaries as Tony Tuthill, Howard Larkin
and multiple winner Frank Whittaker!!
Winners get the silver salver ... but also
have to wear a gold paper crown and a
medallion in the shape of an apple!
Handsomel!




“Hurst Horticultural Show is my
Javourite as it still retains that
lovely village feeling of yesteryear.”

‘Horti’ contd

Other attractions are the Bar, the BBQ, the
Hurst Alpacas (as mentioned on BBC TV!),
EMC Jazz (formed by members of Earley
Music Centre) who will perform through the
afternoon and there are rumours that a
weather presenter from BBC South may
bless the Show with some good weather.

Kids' entries compete for medals and the
everlasting fame ...!

Moreover, the ‘Horti’ is a fabulous
opportunity to mingle with friends in a

relaxed, convivial and timeless manner.

For details on how to enter, recipes and the
list of classes please click on the website:

www.hursthorticulturalsociety.org

There's something for everyone!

Entries have just opened and the deadline
for entries is Wednesday 19" August.


http://www.hursthorticulturalsociety.org/

HURST VILLAGE HALLS

Your local village hall for hire

Hurst Village Halls are an ideal venue for wedding receptions, meetings,
conferences, dances and parties large and small.

* Village location

% Close to Village Church

x Large entertainment area

x Licensed for the sale of alcohol

% Club Room, separate meeting area
x Full kitchen facilities

x Double door access

* Disabled toilet and baby changing
x Car parking for 40 vehicles

Booking enquiries can be made by:

E-moail to: booking@hurstvillagehalls.org.uk

Telephone: 0118 934 0844,

Post to: Hurst Village Halls
School Road, Hurst
Berkshire RG10 ODR

or by completing the on-line form on our website - www.hurstvillagehalls.org.uk




Cool
Church

Welcome to our second edition of
Friends. And ‘thank you’ for all your
positive comments about the first issue!

It looks as if we will be having a great,
hot summer.

Here at the church, things are “hotting
up” also, with the first of our 9 (nine!)
weddings over the summer.

On some occasions already, the bridal
couple and their guests have been
pleased to have a cool church for the
service.

The brilliant thing about ancient
churches like St Nicholas is that they
have their own special ancient ‘air
conditioning’.

If you have visited the church recently,
or you have just passed by, you may
have noticed a very tidy churchyard,
which has been great for the wedding
photos.

Reverend Hugh enjoying a pint in The Castle

If you have ventured inside, you will have
seen a much cleaner church with a newly
polished floor also.

These things don’t happen overnight,
and | thank all those who have helped as
part of the support from the Friends to the
upkeep of the church.

Janet Larkln tackling dust in the choir stalls!

9



In addition to all our church services
(where attendances are good ... but more
are always welcome ...), we recently had
an exceptional concert to celebrate the
recent refurbishment of our church
organ.

We had four brilliant organists, including
the director of music of Merton College
Oxford, which has a link to the church
through one of the church’s remarkable
memorials.

If you haven’t seen it, come and find the
memorial to Lady Margaret Saville, who
died at the age of 73in 1631.

Hers is not even the oldest memorial in
the church!!

Posing during Th Cler Up!!

SUMMER
ORGAN
RECITAL

ORGANISTS: KEITH DUKES, PAUL JACKSON, -
BENJAMIN NICHOLAS & STEPHEN OLOWOMEYE WILL
BE JOINED BY INTERNATIONAL SOPRANO, i
ASTRID MARIE LAZAR

6TH JUNE 2026
@ 7:00 PM

N

P27
éi/

Bar & Raffle
Tickets: £15 Each from

Summer is an exciting time in Hurst with
the Hurst Show at the end of June, the
Horticultural Show in August (22" and
the formal opening of the new Clubhouse
for the Bowls Club just before that on the
21% August - it is from 2-4 pm.

That evening there is then the Castle
Challenge - a fun evening playing bowls
against the pub. That match starts at 6
o'clock.

In amongst all the busy-ness of this
summer, why not visit the ancient church
of the village and learn about its
remarkable history, see its beautiful
architecture and enjoy the ancient ‘air
conditioning’!

I hope to see you around!
HUGH

Revd Hugh Thomas
Vicar, St Nicholas Hurst



“CREATIUITY CORNER™

"St Nicholas’ pgpils prodllljce ._ //_;\\
some amazing work! NET AR

lslogre |
by Sarah Hilling (Head) \\\!‘-x_ f/#
There is always a real ‘buzz’ around school as we head through the summer term.

Year 6 have completed their end of Primary Assessments, and the children begin to
prepare for their residential trips to Rhos-y-Gwalia and Sayers Croft.

We also look forward to exciting events such as our transition events, a whole school
trip, family barbeque and the Hurst Show Weekend.

In class though, children continue to produce brilliant writing, magnificent maths and
creative artwork. Here is a snapshot of what's been happening across St Nicholas C of E.
Our classrooms have been full of creativity this term.

Children have been producing fantastic poetry, extended writing and imaginative
responses across the curriculum.

There has been real pride in presentation, thoughtful ideas, and lots of “wow"” moments
along the way.

——

Dancing With My Flamingo

y . I'm dancing with my flamingo.
£ns ) I'm dancing with my flamingo.

When the temperature rises
to above eighty-three,

my flamingo is looking

like he’s diving to sea.

So we dance to the beach,
my flamingo and me.

Then he stands on one leg
and starts yelling, “Yippee!”

I'm dancing with my flamingo.
i Well, if anyone spots us,

| S, they’re going to get shocked—
my flaminge and me

on our run by the sea.

(Drum roll)

Marble Class: Apoem written by Phoebe, Eva, Luna, Hallie and I1zzy

11



Quartz Class: Inspired by the poem 'And Still | Rise' by Maya Angelou studied during
Black History Month, and then linked with anti-bulling week, and our Collective

Worship on Respect.

I Fly

(inspired by ‘Still I Rise)

You may prod and push me
with your dirty hands.

You may write me in history,
but like smoke, I rise.

I am the bird, and I can fly
with the power of wings,
just like a plane soaring
through the trees.
I fly.
Did you want to see me doutful?
Did you want to see me cry?
Did you want to see me broken?
I fly,
soaring through the sky.
Irise,
leaping like a tiger.
Iam a king against an army.

Charlie: Quartz Class

I Shine -

You must not laugh, insult, or exclude me
with your teasing lies and punches. B
You may push me down
into the very ground,
but like the sun,

I shine.

1am the dream and the light, s
with determination in time. -
Just like the moon lighting up the night,

I shine.

Did you want to see me quit?

Or did you want to see me fall down?
Did you want to see me succeed?
A burden of humiliation and sadness—
still, y

in a world that crushes around me.
From my mother, she taught m
10 fight for my rights.

I shine.
ey

the hope,
and the light.

I shine.
. ¥

Jake: Quartz Class

Creativity Everywhere - Art that speaks
for itself!

From detailed drawings to bold, expressive
pieces, our pupils have been exploring
colour, texture and ideas with confidence.

Zara and Sienna (see over the page) have

| been creating beautiful landscapes and
~ sky scenes.

12



Sandstone Class
have been learning
about the River
Ganges in Religious
Education Hinduism.

They watched a
video and then used
their senses to
imagine what it
would be like to be
there.

From this the
children wrote a
poem about the river.

Sandstone: “Pretty Little Ganges” by Cecilia




St Nicholas is more than a school, itisa
community built on partnership, care and
shared values.

We are always grateful to parents, carers,
former pupils and local supporters who
contribute in so many ways, whether through
volunteering, sharing expertise or simply
championing our school in the wider
community.

If you're a former pupil, local supporter or
someone who would like to get involved, we
would love to hear from you.

Together, we continue to live out our vision of
laying firm foundations for every child,
helping them grow through our values of
Respect, Honesty, Courage and Kindness.

Library Project Update: “Building a space where readers grow.”

Our library fundraising project is well underway and it's exciting to see support building.
We are working towards creating a fresh, welcoming space that inspires every child to
love reading. A huge thank you to everyone who has donated or helped spread the
word so far.

v Our library needs your help!

We all want our children to be able to read, and having a dedicated guiet space to discover, develop and enjoy a love
of reading is a lundamental part of rurturing thal. That's why ouf next St Nicholas Schoal PTA praject is te Pundraise
EZ5k to tramsform cne of our eaisting spaces inte a beautitul library and semsory space for all sur children across the
school to use.

This new space will house over 2000 books, have brand new accessible shelving. comfortable reading spaces for
Individual or group work, as well as dedicated sensory resources. See the graphic illustration below.
W v the plans, this commitmant snd the spece. W just need the fumds o gat sl thers

Please help by donating to our GoFundMe page. Spread the word to family & friends and any company/professional
contacts you have whao can help, Scan the QR code (sbove right) to donate. Any donation welcoms. Every penny
counts in making this happen. &l Our PTA efforts & sctivities will be sbout resching this £25k target as soon as
pessible?

Thank you for your support.

W arrony ) b0 bhis] =5

Want to support? Every contribution brings us closer to our target!" 14



LOCAL FOLK: BOWLED OVER ‘o
BY A BUNCH OF GRAPES B 0N ez S LU

Friends magazine spent a very pleasant morning

recently talking to Ronnie Ashley - fundraiser/ archivist
(in training) and the generally indomitable mainstay of
the Hurst Bowling Club!

Ronnie explained that the area around
the top of Church Hill in our village is an
ancient and truly historic place.

Did you know that The Castle Inn is over
500 years old and used to be called The
Church House - demonstrating its close
ties with St Nicholas Church as a
meeting house and a place where dead
bodies were laid out prior to burial. The
old Coffin Room is still said to be
haunted!

In the 18™ century, the pub became The o
Bunch of Grapes and this is now the logo Veronica ‘Ronnie’ Ashley
of Hurst Bowling Club.

o : R

R — bl S o 1
18th century painting of Hurst Bowling Green by Michael Rooker

15



BOWLED OVER (CONTINUED)

There has been a bowling green beside
the pub since the early 17" century when
legend has it that King Charles | played a
match and then spent the night at the
pub after a very good meal!

Ronnie also showed me letters from Dr.
W.G. Grace - one of England’s greatest
ever cricketers - who was also captain of
London County Bowling Club.

In May 1905, the good doctor challenged
Hurst to a match at Crystal Palace. Hurst
duly thrashed London County (!!) and so y :
a return fixture was organised for the W.G. - The Good Doctor
following August.

W.G. turned up with a team stacked with Ronnie shared a picture painted by

6 (six!) internationals; Hurst had only one Francis Vingoe (1879 - 1940).

- Mr Harry Childs - but home advantage .

and no little competitive spirit and skill He was an artist who went house-to-

meant that the result was a draw [56-56]. house painting some noted houses
across Berkshire and Oxfordshire.

I'm sure future matches could never

contain ‘ringers’ to this degree!? It's amazing how recognisable the

Bowling Green is.

Hurst Bow[in Green by Francis Vingoe (1910)



BOWLED OVER (CONTINUED)

However, that has now changed.

Ronnie tells us that in 2022 it was
decided to build a new clubhouse
- the old one was over 150 years
old and was beyond repair.

The club members have raised
nearly £300,000 through grants,
fundraising and donations and
have built a fantastic new facility.

The new clubhouse is being
formally opened on 21st August
between 2.00 and 4.00pm - it
should easily stand for another 150
years!

To celebrate the Grand Opening,
there will be The Castle Challenge -
a fun evening with the Bowls Club
playing a match against a team
raised by The Castle Inn.

The match starts at 6 o'clock. With
the history of ‘ringers’ being used to
play against Hurst, it could be a
good match!

The current landlord of The Castle -
Matt Brown - has a son, Elliott who
joined the Bowls Club as a junior for
a bit of fun a few years ago ... and he
is now a county-level player!

(I can’t think where the ‘ringers’ are
going to come from to form the pub
team for The Castle Challenge!)

With the clubhouse built, the e
members are now turning their e s
attention to build a new set of : S T
changing rooms and a store for all . 3 2
the bowls kit and tools. 2

17



BOWLED OVER (CONTINUED)

The Bowling Club has about 70
members and is run on an entirely
voluntary basis with the quality of the
bowling green a major source of pride.

| wanted to know who the people were
to beat - Ronnie said that the Men'’s
Champion is currently John
Reddihough and the Champion Lady is
Debbie Smith.

The bowling season runs from April to
the end of September and if anybody
would like to have a go - please contact
the club through:

https://hurstbowlingclub.org.uk/

being tended by the volunteers

Alternatively, come and buy a drink or two and watch the match between the pub
and the club on Friday 21°' August!

It should be a great evening! See you there!

COMPETITION TIME!

An Introduction To Bowls

Win a coaching session with David Luscombe (Level 1 Coach) for 4 people
(By Arrangement)

Free Tea and Biscuits (and maybe cake!)
Bring flat-soled shoes / trainers
Question: What was the score between Hurst Bowling Club and London County

Bowling Club at the return match in August 1905?

Email your answer to editorfosn@gmail.com

Winning entry is the first one drawn on 21st August 2026




Our First Friends Project:

The Church Hill
Pathway update

Getting up or down
Church Hill on foot is
dangerous - we will

build a safe, pedestrian
path to connect the
village back to the top
of the hill

With The Castle Inn, the Bowls Club and
the Church at the top of Church Hill, ever
since the advent of the motor car,
pedestrians have taken their lives in their
hands if they wanted to get to those
places.

The children at St Nicholas Primary and
the Pre-school must march up to church
services two-by-two marshalled by

nervous adults bedecked in Hi-Vis jackets.

We have agreed that our first project for
The Friends of St Nicholas is to drive and
lead the delivery of The Church Hill
Pathway.

We aim to deliver a path that two people
can walk along side-by-side. It will be dog
and push-chair friendly.

The route of the path is shown on the next
page.

(Ut G |

e
me it

There are 5 sections to the pathway:

1). The Village Halls Area
2). The Old School House corner
3). Orchard Nursery field
4). The Commonwealth Graveyard and
Lychgate
5). The Path through the graveyard
behind the Cottages

We have been liaising with Hurst Parish
Council to gain their support and
involvement.

The next stage is to enter into legal
agreements with the landowners, carry
out some detailed surveying work and to
put the contract for actually doing the
work out to tender.

We will keep you up to date with
progress and hope to complete the path
by next summer.

)
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j HM Land Registry

'?Peu LX A 'PMMA o ot

Title number BK131200
Ordnance Survey map reference SU7973SE
Scale 1:1250 enlarged from 1:2500

Administrative area Wokingham

\
ST NICHOLAS
CHARR Cry
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Hurst Show

& Country Fayre

The Hurst Show and Country Fayre 2026

A day of family fun and communily spirit!!
Proves a HIT with all!

Organisers of this year's Hurst Show &
Country Fayre have hailed the event a
great success, with thousands of visitors
enjoying a packed programme of family
entertainment across the weekend.

Held on 27th and 28th June, the
community-run event once again
brought together visitors, volunteers,
stallholders, attractions and performers
for one of the village's biggest annual
celebrations.

Despite extremely hot temperatures on
Saturday, which inevitably affected
visitor numbers, organisers were
delighted to see crowds return in force
on Sunday when more comfortable
conditions provided the perfect setting
for a day out.

Committee Chair Suzy Turner said:
"We're absolutely thrilled with how this
year's show went. Saturday's heat was
challenging for everyone, but visitors,
participants and volunteers showed
incredible resilience, and Sunday's
weather was ideal. The feedback we've
received has been overwhelmingly
positive."

The Music Tent on Martineau
Photo: Elizabeth Scales

One of the biggest changes for 2026 was
the introduction of a new showground
layout, including the relocation of the
arena programme to School Field and the
creation of a dedicated Music Zone
supporting local acts on Martineau
Green.
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Hurst Hookers display their talent and humour

The changes proved popular with
visitors, many of whom commented on
the improved flow around the site and the
relaxed atmosphere created by the new
layout.

"We took the opportunity to refresh
several areas of the show this year and it's
been fantastic to hear so many positive
comments," said Suzy.

"The new layout worked extremely well,
helping visitors discover more of what the
show has to offer while creating
welcoming spaces for people to relax and
enjoy the entertainment."

Families embraced new attractions
including the Discovery Trail, which
encouraged children and adults alike to
explore every corner of the showground
while solving clues to reveal a secret
phrase (which was We love Hurst!) and
claim a prize.

Photo: Elizabeth Scales

Alongside new features including BMX
have-a-go sessions, visitors also enjoyed
favourite attractions including arena
displays, classic vehicles, craft stalls,
animal encounters, children's activities,
the return of the popular art exhibition
and a wide range of food and drink.

A ferret gets nosy!

22



106 year-old Jessie Ritchie opens the Show Photo: Sue Corcoran

The show was officially opened by 106-year-old Jessie from Red Diamonds, one of the
long-standing local charities supported by Hurst Show. Joined by members of the
newly formed Youth Crew volunteers, the opening ceremony celebrated community
spirit across the generations and reflected this year's theme of community support.

As a non-commercial event run entirely by volunteers, Hurst Show raises vital funds for
local charities, community groups and good causes. While final figures are still being
calculated, organisers expect that a significant sum will once again be distributed
within the local community.

The committee has extended its thanks to the hundreds of volunteers, sponsors,
exhibitors, performers and visitors whose support made the event possible.

Suzy added: "Hurst Show simply couldn't happen without the incredible support we
receive from our local residents, volunteers, sponsors and wider community. Thank you
to everyone who attended, helped out or supported the event in nany way. We look
forward to doing it all again next year." . s

-

Eddie and Jeremy cooking up a storm! The next generation 23
Photos both: Elizabeth Scales



The Castle Inn

HURST

Great food.
Great beer.
Great times.

Perfect for every occasion

Whether it's a casual get-together or a special celebration,
The Castle Inn is the place to be.

7 i
)]

GREAT BEER

Delicious dishes A wide selection of Retax and unwind in Perfect for parties,
made with quality ales, lagers, wines our beautiful celebrations, meetings
ingredients and more. outdoor space. and special events.




EYEBROW/ (/. ;

This is the second in a series of articles about people who live in Hurst and do
something a little bit different - hence: Eyebrow Raiser

“And Finally...”

In this issue’s Eyebrow Raiser, we meet a
local Friend of St Nicholas and news hound
- Sharon Thomas.

She is a proud Welsh woman - 100%
Lampeter apparently - and she has lived on
the boundary of Hurst for the last 25 years.
Married with a teenage daughter, she did a
media degree having worked in hospital
radio since the age of 16.

She did her degree at the University of
Sunderland which she chose because it had
its own radio station that not only served the
university but also the local area.

“Whenever | talk to school children about
my job, | always take in my huge Rejections
Folder and slam it down onto the desk.
Getting a job in this industry takes real
resilience and tenacity ... and | want them to
understand that you have to persevere.” It is
a message that should certainly resonate
with youngsters in today's job climate.

Sharon also has a media training company
called Master The Media -
www.masterthemedia.co.uk - that produces
promotional videos, training films, media
and presentation skills training and PR/
styling advice to a massive range of
corporate clients.

The company has been going for over 24
years now and has some long-lasting clients
such as Legoland, Honda, Lexus and Tui.

With the recent advent of Artificial
Intelligence (Al), we asked Sharon if
she sees this as a threat to her business
or is the personal touch needed more
than ever? Sharon says that “there is
no substitute for face-to-face - people
buy from people”.

Yes ... Al will take some of the boring
grind out of research and it can help
deliver insight amazingly quickly, but
nothing beats the human connection
when conveying key messages.

We asked Sharon where was the
strangest place that she had ever
reported from? A women'’s prison -
HMP Peterborough - was her
immediate response.
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http://www.masterthemedia.co.uk/

It was a corporate piece for Sodexo and “when we entered the prison there was a long
list of kit that we couldn’t take in with us - the strangest thing was chewing gum!” |
raised an eyebrow and asked ‘why no gum’? Apparently, it could be used to take an
imprint of the key to a door lock - ah all becomes clear!

We then discussed some of the reporting that she had done and asked what her most
memorable ‘fail’ was. Sharon recounted interviewing the actress Kate Beckinsale and
her (then) director husband Len Wiseman on the red carpet at the premiére of the film
Total Recall.

There was a third person with them and Sharon had a total brain fade! Under the
extreme pressure of having to do a live piece to camera, she turned to him and asked
Colin Farrell, the star of the film, to introduce himself!

She turned to the camera man afterwards and asked if she had got away with it...
"Err... No!” was the reply!

= - L~
Interviewing Kate Beckinsale, Len Wiseman and errr...someone on the red carpet in Leicester
Square

Those moments of extreme pressure do
come with an upside ... Sharon is a huge fan
of the rock group Queen - “Well..'m more K
of a stalker than a mere fan!”

She has interviewed Brian May and Roger
Taylor more than once - the latest being at
the launch of the film Bohemian Rhapsody.

“Moments like that make up for all the crap
that we have to put up with - waiting in the
cold, wind and rain at an abominably late

hour in order to do a short piece to camera
at the end of the news". Sharon interviews Roger Taylor of Queen 26




Another one of the upsides is meeting the famous and expanding Sharon'’s ‘selfie’
collection and we include a small number here ...

Sir Mo Farah appreciates Sharon’s MoBot!

We asked Sharon where she sees herself in the
next 5-10 years ... still working was her instant

reply!

She recently ran the London Marathon, climbed
Mount Kilimanjaro and is planning to walk the

Great Wall of China ... there’s no holding our Welsh
wonder!!

She looks back on her career to date and just says
“What a privilege!”

Paula Radcliffe OBE meets Sharon!

Another knight of the realm - a young Sir David Beckham 27



This half page space is available for your
advertising.

Interested?

Contact Steve Curnow on
AdSalesFOSN@gmail.com or 07793
845174

Advertising Rates

Quarter page £25 perissue

Half Page £50 perissue

Full Page £90 per issue

Inside Front Cover £200 per issue

Back Cover £250 per issue

Any funds raised by FOSN can only be used for the upkeep and improvement of the fabric
of St Nicholas Church and it’s assets. They will not for any religious purposes.
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S&K
Constr{cti&n

HURST LIMITED

RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION
SPECIALISTS

e ST
NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION = EXTENSIONS & RENOVATIONS
—— FULL DESIGN & BUILD

High-quality craftsmanship and personalized service
to create the home of your dreams.

3 07957 303658 | info@sandkconstruction.com
ﬁ S&K Construction Hurst LTD | sandkconstruction_hurst_ltd
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Will Build It
GARDENING

What We Do.
+ General garden maintenance
» Hedge trimming & treepruning
« Fence & gate installation
« Jetwashing
+ Turfing
+ Patios & decking installation and much more!
- Seasonal/oneoff clearances

il.com

Call or email for a FREE quote.

07877 540666

General plumbing
repairs and
installations

From a leaky tap to a
full bathroom
installation

Over 28 years
experience

Why not call us for
afree quote

Call 07922 875685

berkshireplumbingrepairs@gmail.com

www.berkshireplumbingrepairs.uk

Bringing balance to mind,

EMERGY body & spirit

Professional massage in the comfort of your own
home. Specialised in aromatherapy & deep tissue
helping with acute relief, chronic pain, ongoing
maintenance and overall wellbeing.

Massage therapy can help with:

+ Pain management « Headache relief

+ Stress relief + Mental wellbeing

+ Muscle tension + Improved sleep

» Improved posture  « Enhanced flexibility

Book your appointment today

& www.emergy.uk

&, 07525212576

>< emergy.massage@outlook.com

Mobile Massage in Berkshire

2 e 3P

(low (s
fig.fleur
f fig&fleur

Fig &
Fleur

Food - Bar « Events

Call: 07516 306505
info@figandfleur.co.uk

www.figandfleur.co.uk
Weddings
Hog Roast & BBQ’s
Big Pan Catering
Festival & Event Catering
Bars & cocktails

Vehicle dry hire
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= LAWN

PROFESSIONALS

Your local lawn care experts
based in Hurst

v Organic Treatments
¥ Moss & Weed Control
v Aeration & Scarification

¥ Restoration & Maintenance

() 07343 051208

lawnprofessionals.co.uk

® o1183049061

AND
BEYOND

You always receive the highest quality roofing and
painting services from Ramsey Roofing Limited,
based in Wokingham.

With almost 30 years’ experience in repairs and new
roof installation, you can rely on us for your roofing
needs.

See our website: www.ramseyroofingltd.co.uk/

Residential and
Commercial Pest
Control

Call Peter Moran
— PEST CONTROL —

Expert Residential Pest Control All pests covered:

in Bracknell and surrounding )
« Rats and Mice
areas.

« Squirrels
We understand that a pest-free  « Moles
home is essential for your « Wasps
comfort and well-being. « Ants
Our expert team is equipped to ~ * Deer
Management

handle a wide variety of pests,
using effective, environmentally
friendly methods.

E: mrpeterspestcontrol@gmail.com

M: 07990518667

© @ | contactus

CONTACT US
FORA
NO

OBLIGATION
QUOTATION

ASK US ABOUT:

New and replacement roofs
Roof repairs

Flat roofing

Leadworks

Solar panels

Gutters, soffits & fascias
Built-up felt roofing

CONTACT: 0118 3049961 or 07949 991285 Email: info@ramseyroofingltd.co.uk
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Wealth Management LLP

The less you
leave to chance,
the more you
leave behind

Tax year 2026/27

A little time on tax planning today, so
more of your legacy reaches the people
you love tomorrow.

The levels and bases of taxation and
reliefs from taxation can change at
any time and are dependent on
individual circumstances.

Discover the power of financial advice and contact us today.

Simon Reid

DipPFSLLP
Accredited Later Life Adviser
Senior Partner

R & M Wealth Management LLP

0118 9770475 | 07836 710858
simon.reid@sjpp.co.uk
www.rmwmllp.co.uk

SJP Approved 25/06/2026

Senior Partner Practice
St
James’s
Place
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MOSSINATOR® “— 4;

ROOF CLEANING SYSTEMS

Render & Brickwork Cleaning
Solar Panel Bird Protection - Chimney Repairs & Cowl Installation

www.mossinator.co.uk 0118 405 0090 info@mossinator.co.uk

fresh:

HELPING YOUR
BUSINESS
STAND O

-
|
|

JU

Marketing consultancy for
construction, engineering and
manufacturing organisations

=

< ¢ =y 2 ;
Marketing New Product Market Content Social Media
Strategy & Launches Research & Marketing Strateqgy
Planning Insight

Clear thinking.

TART WITH A CONV ISATION '—{‘ ctiv s t !
www.freshperspect.co.uk Mieurabis oty
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Making quality sport accessible to all

Open to all - 364 days a year
Two 9-hole golf courses
Café & bar - food & drink served

Padel & Pickleball coming soon

billingbearpark.com

01344 869259 - The Straight Mile. Wokingham - RG40 5S.




WINE BARC EN

FOR TEA AND.COI
LOCAL WINE, BEERI&SE S .
INACKS, TOASTIES; CHEESE ~O/ RDSy

!,,4
3

STANLAKE PARK

TSN I S AT

& SHARING PLATTERS

WINE BAR & GIFT SHOP
VINEYARD WEDDINGS
TOURS, TASTINGS & EVENTS
LUXURY ACCOMMODATION
COMMUNITY CLUBS & HIRE

O 5 ©
B

',ﬁé.’@

‘J'o
“hto 2§
| @oEE
SCAN HERE
Or head to:

~ stanlakepark.com

WALTHAM RD, TWYFORD

Your Advert Here?

Contact Steve Curnow
on
AdSalesFOSN@gmail.com
or

07793 845174

Tereza’s Alterations and
b Ironing Services /
A
Ladies’ and Gentlemen's Specialist Alterations

Premium sewing and ironing services

1 Pick up and dreop off available
N Roman blinds, curtains and
h) S =
A e cushion covers for indoors &
& s ] oultdoors

Exceeding every clients
expectations

07401 GE967
ciuches.terezamgmail.com
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HEIGHTS

TREE CARE

All Aspects of Tree Work
Hedge Cutting + Stump Grinding
Tree and Hedge Planting
TO ARRAMNGE A FREE QUOTE, COMNTACT LAURENCE WILLIAMS

0118 9721003 » M 078135 86735
info@heightstreecare.co.uk

www.heightstreecare.co.uk

FULLY QUALIFIED PROFESSIONALS
Ly O PUR & MSLIRA




ChurchEcoMiser

CLEANER GREENER

Is your Church Heating Costing
the Earth?

At last an electric heating system that warms the church and the congregation
comfortably, not just hot heads and cold feet!

The new ChurchEcoMiser system is designed to operate in the same way as a
traditional heating system, but without the hassle.

@ Carbon neutral helping to protect the environment
@ No boiler or flues

© Virtually no maintenance

@ Silent in operation

© Warms the people and helps protect the fabric
@ Sleek in appearance

@ Intelligent optimising controls

Contact ChurchEcoMiser
for a Free on Site Survey

01706411189

07770621 158

B chris@churchecomiser.co.uk
® churchecomiser.co.uk




HAZELWOOD .

T R E E GEASRE

Crown Reducing - when a tree is too large for its environment
Felling - dead and dangerous wood o
Hedge Trimming

Thinning - to allow more light

All waste removed - leaving your property in a clean and tidy manner

Stump Removal, Fencing and Jet Washing

WE ALSO SPECIALISE IN ALL TYPES OF VINES, CREEPERS,
FRUITTREES AND LANDSCAPING

All work carried out to BS3998 standard, fully qualified Arborist

For a FREE NO OBLIGATION quotation call:
William: 07503 948025 or 0800 0075329

Email: hazelwoodtreecare@gmail.com » www.hazelwoodtreecare.co.uk
14 day cooling off period if required

HAZELWOOD

Landscaping

Fencing « Turfing « Patios « Stump Grinding « Ground Maintenance

Tel: 07503 948025 or 0800 0075329

Email: hazelwoodtreecare@gmail.com e\
. F.

www.hazelwoodtreecare.co.uk




Care for a life you love

with Right at Home Reading & Wokingham District

We offer high quality support in the comfort of your own
home, including companionship, medication support,
personal care, social outings, running errands, specialist
support for dementia, end-of-life care and more.

0118 207 0600 i E

rightathome.co.uk/twyford

[ Neime
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Useful Contacts

Hurst Parish Council

Penny Curry

Chair
Penny.Curry@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T:0118 934 0866

David Boyd

Vice Chair
David.Boyd@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T:07764 905135

Paul Eastaugh

Paul.Eastaugh@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T: 07889 432014

Nicky Ewart

Nicola.Ewart@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T: 07803 154536

Duncan Kendall

Duncan.Kendall@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T:0118 934 2852

Vacancies exist - contact Maria Bradshaw if
interested

Zoe Percival

Zoe.Percival@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T: 07503 966327

Tony Robinson

Tony.Robinson@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T:07976 263814

lan Smith

lan.Smith@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T:0118 934 0864

Maria Bradshaw
Clerk

clerk@hurstparishcouncil.gov.uk
T:0118 9798914

St Nicholas Church

Vicar:

Revd Hugh Thomas

Email: hughstnicholas@gmail.com
Telephone: 0118 214 6238

NB: Revd Hugh's normal working days in the parish are
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.

Associate Priest:

Revd Graham Theobald

Clergy can be contacted via email at the ‘Get in touch’
page at www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5339/

Church Warden:
Barbara Stephenson
T:07787 566124

Church Warden:
Steve Curnow
T:07793 845174
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Useful Contacts

Local Organisations

Bell Ringers Practice Mondays @ 7.45pm Graham Slade grahgmsladez@
gmail.com
Website: Email:
Senior Traini ts Tuesd
Cricket Club enlor training ne. s Tuesday https://hurst.play- | hurstccofficial@
and Thursday evening A )
cricket.com/home | gmail.com
Thames Valle
Bus Service y 0118973 3486
Buses
Hurst Bowling Club practlcg evening |s'every Membership '
Club Tuesday during the playing Secretary: David 07784 519340
season at 6pm Broomfield
Hurst Show & Last weekend in June every Suzy.Turner 07747 457212
Country Fayre | year (Chair)
St.Nlcholas Sarah Hilling 0118 934 0727
Primary School (Head)

Village Hall

Bookings

Website Booking
Form

www.hurstvillag
ehalls.org.uk/

Emergencies

Fire, Police, Ambulance

Emergencies only (in progress)

999

Thames Valley Police

Non-emergency calls

101

Crimestoppers

Anonymous crime reporting

0800555 111

Doctors’ Surgery (Twyford)

6, Loddon Hall Road, RG10 9JA

0118 934 6680

Doctors’ Surgery (Wargrave)

Victoria Road RG10 8BP

0118 940 3939
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Become a FRIEND of

St Nicholas Church, Hurst

FRIEN DS OF

ST NICHOLAS

If you would like to become a ‘Friend’, please complete the information below:

Membership will be for a period of one year, with an option to renew on the anniversary
of your initial subscription.

Type of membership (please tick):
D Single £20 [:] Household £30 [:] Other donation £ ...........

(please specify)

Your details:

Title: o Full Name:
Address:
Postcode: Email:

Contact phone number:

Method of Payment:

If making a BAC’s payment, please use the following account information:
Name: Friends of St Nicholas Church

Account No: 10353623 Sort Code: 60-24-21

Consent to Hold Data:

| agree that my information can be collected to support the work of the “Friends of St Nicholas”.
I may withdraw my consent at any time by emailing fosnhurst@gmail.com. | understand that my
data will be stored by the Church of St Nicholas of which the “Friends of St Nicholas” is a part.

SIBNATUIE! et Date: oo
giftwidit Make your membership go further:
If you are a UK taxpayer, you can increase the value of your ‘gift’ at no extra cost to you. If
you consent to Gift Aid, the Friends can reclaim the tax paid on this subscription.

D | would like the Friends to reclaim tax on all donations | make today, and on all future
donations, until | notify otherwise. | am a UK taxpayer and understand that if | pay less
income tax than the amount of the Gift Aid claimed on my donations in that tax year it is

my responsibility to pay the difference.

o fosnhurstegmail.com
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TREES &

GROUNDS

Experts in Tree Surgery & Grounds Management
For Those Who Command Excellence

From pr
provid

TRE

Tre

Arboricultur
Stump C
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g a comprehensive rang

Suryg

11t

Land & Site Cle

tation M:

I'ree Inspections & Surveys

At ANB Trees & Grounds, we
arovide professional tree
nspections and surveys across the
[South East of England, Our

alified arborists assess tree
calth, safety. and compliance,

inagement

Tree Surgery

At ANE Treccare, our team of Arb
approved Tree Surgeons are
dedicated to providing cutstanding
tree care services adhering to
current best practices and industry
standards. With extensive...

surgery to expertly installed lawns , ANB T
of trees and grounds servi

GROUNDS

Wild Flower Mea

Tree/Vegetation Clearance

ANB Trees & Grounds expert
Vegetation Site Clearance
Services brings a wealth of
expertise to the table. offering
professional and efficient
vegetation site clearance services.

5

dows

Woodland Management

At ANB Treecare, our team of Arb
approved Tree Surgeons are
dedicated to providing outstanding
tree care services adhering to
current best practices and industry
standards. With extensive.

+44 118 464 0383

We are committed to upholding the highest industry standards

-
=
Na

Accreditations

expertise and professionalism.

B

!
Assaciation
Landscape
Industries

B office@anbtreesandgrounds.co.uk

and continuously work towards achieving recognised accreditations that reflect our
TRUSTMARK

Experts in Tree Surgery & Grounds Management - For Those Who Command Excellence

READY
T0 BURN

& Buy Firewooc
44



	Editorial
	Welcome to the second issue of Friends!  I always ask a fresh set of eyes to review the first draft and she came back with ‘the second album is always a bit difficult’ - but this one’s a cracker!
	I hope that you think so to!  Thank you to everyone’s extremely positive comments about the first issue...a number of advertisers have commented that they have seen new orders referencing their exposure in Friends magazine...and at least a dozen people have stopped me to give positive feedback.  Thank you to one and all!
	Well summer has certainly arrived - temperatures up to 36°C, the grass is brown and even the road outside the Village Hall was getting a bit tacky on Hurst Show Saturday!
	Talking of the Show - we have a report from Vikki Randles on the fantastic weekend and some great photos especially from Elizabeth Scales.  We also have an article on the Horticultural Show that is coming up in August, a great article by Sarah Hilling - Head of St Nicholas Primary - that shows off some fantastic art and creativity from the pupils.  And we talk to Ronnie at the Bowls Club.
	Last issue, we had a competition to win a jar of Hurst Honey - the first correct entry out was to a new mum in the village Emily Heath.  We also asked for any photos that you were really proud of - the winner was Martin Pink with his misty morning shot across the fields from Hogmoor Lane.  Keep them coming!
	Hopefully, this ‘second album’ gets a similar reaction to the first!   Thank you and I hope you have a great summer break.

	Diary Dates - The Main Highlights Upcoming
	Events in August 2026
	Saturday 1st August: Open Air Cinema - Wicked Sing-a-long (7 - 11pm) Dinton Pastures Country Park
	Get ready for a wickedly fun night with our outdoor sing-along screening of Wicked!
	Under the stars, surrounded by nature's beauty, belt out every iconic song in this magical cinematic experience. Don't miss the enchantment! Film will start at approx 9:10pm. Fancy dress encouraged. https://www.wokinghamcountryside.co.uk/  https://www.gocinemas.co.uk/
	Saturday 22nd August:  113th Hurst Horticultural & Cottage Garden Society Annual Show; 12:30pm; St Nicholas Primary School, Hurst.
	Since 1902, the Hurst Horticultural Society has organised a village show and this year is no different.
	Classes for Horticultural, Home Industries, Children's and Scarecrow.  Live music, alpacas, cream teas, wines, beers, hot food and ice creams.  New venue for 2026. The deadline for entries is Wednesday 19th August. 7pm for paper entries, 9pm for online entries.
	https://www.hursthorticulturalsociety.org/
	Monday 31st August - Summer Bank Holiday


	Events in September 2026
	Saturday and Sunday, 12th & 13th September:  Medieval Weekend; 10:00am - 4:00pm; Dinton Pastures Country Park
	Knights, birds of prey, archery, medieval martial arts, fun fair, food village and more.
	https://www.wokinghamcountryside.co.uk/
	Thursday 24th September and Thursday 2nd October: Hurst Morris People - Taster Sessions; 8:00pm; Hurst Village Hall
	Details on their website - https://www.hump.org.uk/
	For all the latest, up-to-date goings on in and around Hurst, please go to the best source of local happenings - www.woodedhill.org


	Hurst is full of history! And horticulturalists!
	We spoke to Frank Whittaker, Secretary of the Hurst Horticultural Show.

	Upcoming: Hurst Horticultural Show
	“In such a hectic and fast-moving world, how do you manage to create this wonderful relaxed and friendly atmosphere each year?  We love it!”

	The Hurst ‘Horti’ cont’d
	“Hurst Horticultural Show is my favourite as it still retains that lovely village feeling of yesteryear.”

	The Hurst ‘Horti’ cont’d
	www.hursthorticulturalsociety.org

	HURST VILLAGE HALLS
	Your local village hall for hire
	*  Village location
	*  Close to Village Church
	*  Large entertainment area
	*  Licensed for the sale of alcohol
	*  Club Room, separate meeting area
	*  Full kitchen facilities
	*  Double door access
	*  Disabled toilet and baby changing
	*  Car parking for 40 vehicles
	Hurst Village Halls are an ideal venue for wedding receptions, meetings, conferences, dances and parties large and small.


	In addition to all our church services (where attendances are good … but more are always welcome …), we recently had an exceptional concert to celebrate the recent refurbishment of our church organ.
	We had four brilliant organists, including the director of music of Merton College Oxford, which has a link to the church through one of the church’s remarkable memorials.
	If you haven’t seen it, come and find the memorial to Lady Margaret Saville, who died at the age of 73 in 1631.
	Hers is not even the oldest memorial in the church!!
	Summer is an exciting time in Hurst with the Hurst Show at the end of June, the Horticultural Show in August (22nd) and the formal opening of the new Clubhouse for the Bowls Club just before that on the 21st August – it is from 2-4 pm.
	That evening there is then the Castle Challenge - a fun evening playing bowls against the pub. That match starts at 6 o'clock.
	In amongst all the busy-ness of this summer, why not visit the ancient church of the village and learn about its remarkable history, see its beautiful architecture and enjoy the ancient ‘air conditioning’!
	I hope to see you around! HUGH Revd Hugh Thomas Vicar, St Nicholas Hurst
	“Creativity Corner”
	"St Nicholas’ pupils produce  some amazing work!"
	Marble Class:  A poem written by Phoebe, Eva, Luna, Hallie and Izzy


	Sandstone Class have been learning about the River Ganges in Religious Education Hinduism.
	They watched a video and then used their senses to imagine what it would be like to be there.
	From this the children wrote a poem about the river.
	A School at the Heart of our Community
	St Nicholas is more than a school, it is a community built on partnership, care and shared values.
	We are always grateful to parents, carers, former pupils and local supporters who contribute in so many ways, whether through volunteering, sharing expertise or simply championing our school in the wider community.
	If you’re a former pupil, local supporter or someone who would like to get involved, we would love to hear from you.
	Together, we continue to live out our vision of laying firm foundations for every child, helping them grow through our values of Respect, Honesty, Courage and Kindness.
	Library Project Update:  “Building a space where readers grow.”
	Our library fundraising project is well underway and it’s exciting to see support building.  We are working towards creating a fresh, welcoming space that inspires every child to love reading. A huge thank you to everyone who has donated or helped spread the word so far.

	Local Folk: Bowled over by a bunch of grapes
	Ronnie explained that the area around the top of Church Hill in our village is an ancient and truly historic place.
	Did you know that The Castle Inn is over 500 years old and used to be called The Church House – demonstrating its close ties with St Nicholas Church as a meeting house and a place where dead bodies were laid out prior to burial. The old Coffin Room is still said to be haunted!
	In the 18th century, the pub became The Bunch of Grapes and this is now the logo of Hurst Bowling Club.

	This half page space is available for your advertising.
	Interested?
	Contact Steve Curnow on AdSalesFOSN@gmail.com or 07793 845174
	Advertising Rates
	Quarter page
	£25 per issue
	Half Page
	£50 per issue
	Full Page
	£90 per issue
	Inside Front Cover
	£200 per issue
	Back Cover
	£250 per issue
	Any funds raised by FOSN can only be used for the upkeep and improvement of the fabric of St Nicholas Church and it’s assets.  They will not for any religious purposes.


	NEED HELP IN YOUR GARDEN?
	Will Build It GARDENING SERVICES
	What We Do.
	General plumbing repairs and installations
	From a leaky tap to a full bathroom installation
	Over 28 years experience
	Why not call us for a free quote
	Call 07922 875685




	Follow Us:
	fig.fleur
	fig&fleur
	Weddings
	Hog Roast & BBQ’s
	Big Pan Catering
	Festival & Event Catering
	Bars & cocktails
	Vehicle dry hire
	Call:  07516 306505
	info@figandfleur.co.uk
	www.figandfleur.co.uk
	Expert Residential Pest Control in Bracknell and surrounding areas.


	TRADITIONAL ROOFING SERVICES FOR HURST AND BEYOND
	ASK US ABOUT:
	Tax year 2026/27

	The less you leave to chance, the more you leave behind
	A little time on tax planning today, so more of your legacy reaches the people you love tomorrow.
	The levels and bases of taxation and reliefs from taxation can change at  any time and are dependent on individual circumstances.
	Discover the power of ﬁnancial advice and contact us today.
	Senior Partner
	R & M Wealth Management LLP  0118 9770475 | 07836 710858 simon.reid@sjpp.co.uk www.rmwmllp.co.uk


	www.mossinator.co.uk
	info@mossinator.co.uk
	Your Advert Here?
	Contact Steve Curnow
	on
	AdSalesFOSN@gmail.com
	or
	07793 845174

	HAZELWOOD Landscaping
	Fencing • Turfing • Patios • Stump Grinding • Ground Maintenance
	Tel: 07503 948025 or 0800 0075329
	Email: hazelwoodtreecare@gmail.com
	www.hazelwoodtreecare.co.uk

	Care for a life you love
	Useful Contacts
	Local Organisations
	Emergencies

	Become a FRIEND of  St Nicholas Church, Hurst
	If you would like to become a ‘Friend’, please complete the information below:
	Membership will be for a period of one year, with an option to renew on the anniversary of your initial subscription.
	Type of membership (please tick):
	Single £20
	Household £30
	Other donation £ ........... (please specify)
	Your details:

	Method of Payment:
	If making a BAC’s payment, please use the following account information:
	Name: Friends of St Nicholas Church
	Account No: 10353623
	Sort Code: 60-24-21

	Signature: ............................................................................
	Date: ...............................
	St Nicholas Church, Church Hill, Hurst, RG10 0SN
	fosnhurst@gmail.com



	Think you can take a great photograph?
	Send us a photo that you are proud of and see whether it wins our inside back cover competition!
	Take one of somewhere in the parish of Hurst that reflects the season ... or just makes us laugh ... or just captures our fantastic place to live.
	There will be three sub-competitions - Adult / U18 / U11 as at 31/12/2026
	Who knows?  If we get enough great entries we may publish them in a calendar or a book!
	Send all entries with name / age and contact details to editorfosn@gmail.com
	Photo credit:  Martin Pink ‘Lone pole from Hogmoor Lane’


